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Having thus described the invention, it is claimed: 



1 A A payout device for controlling the payout of wire from a coil of wire in a drum 
having a druto axis and a drum body and a core coaxial with said axis, said coil of wire being 
wound about &id core and having a top, said payout comprising: a first ring resting on the top of 
the wire coil an\l having a first inner edge adjacent to the core and a first outer edge spaced from 
said first inner edge, and a second ring resting on the top of the wire coil and having a second 
outer edge adjacent to the drum body, and a second inner edge spaced from said second outer 
edge, said first outerWe being spaced from said second inner edge to define a continuous 
generally circular gap\bove the top of the wire coil such that the wire passes upwardly through 
said gap as it is payed oik from the wire coil. 

2. The payout a\ defined in claim 1 , further comprising a third ring having a third 
inner edge and a third outer edge spaced from said third inner edge; said third ring overlying said 
first and second rings and at leak partially covering said gap. 

3. The payout as defined in claim 2, wherein the wire being withdrawn through said 
gap displaces said third ring relative t\said first and second rings and eccentrically relative to 
said axis. 

4. The payout as defined in claiA 3, wherein said gap has a radial width and said 
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third ring hak a radial width defined by the distance between said third inner edge and said third 
outer edge, saioswidth of said third ring being greater than the width of said gap. 

5. The payout as defined in claim 4, wherein said first ring has a width defined by 
the distance betweenWd first inner edge and said first outer edge, said width of said third ring 
being greater than said width of said first ring. 

6. The payout as defined in claim 3, wherein said first ring has a width defined by 
the distance between said firk inner edge and said first outer edge and said third ring has a width 
defined by the distance between said third inner edge and said third outer edge, said width of said 
third ring being greater than saidYvidth of said first ring. 

7. The payout as defined in claim 3, wherein said first, second and third rings are 
annular rings, respectively having first, second and third inner diameters and first, second and 
third outer diameters, the core being cylindrical and having a core diameter, and the drum body 
being cylindrical and having a drum diajmeter. 

8 The payout as defined in claim 7, wherein said third ring has a width defined by 
the distance between said third inner edge ahd said third outer edge; said width being less than X A 
the second inner diameter minus X A said core uiameter. 
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9. \ The payout as defined in claim 8, wherein said gap has a width, and said width of 
said third ring Xereater than the width of said gap. 

10. The payout as defined in claim 9, wherein said first ring has a width defined by 
the distance between staid first inner edge and said first outer edge, and said width of said third 
ring is greater than said width of said first ring. 

1 1 . The payout aa defined in claim 8, wherein said first ring has a width defined by 
the distance between said firsu inner edge and said first outer edge, and said width of said third 
ring is greater than said width of said first ring. 

12. The payout as defined in claim 8, wherein said width of said third ring is 
generally equal to V 4 the first outer dmmeter plus V 4 the second inner diameter minus V% the core 
diameter. \ 

13. The payout as defined in clarm 7, wherein said gap has a width equal to 14 the 
second inner diameter minus 54 the first outer Idiameter. 

14. The payout as defined in claim 7, wherein the third inner diameter is less than Vi 
the core diameter plus 14 the first outer diameter. \ 
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15. \ The payout as defined in claim 14, wherein said gap has a width and said third 
ring has a widtH\defmed by the distance between said third inner edge and said third outer edge, 
said width of said tWird ring being greater than the width of said gap. 

16. The payout as defined in claim 15, wherein said first ring has a width defined by 
the distance between saitt first inner edge and said first outer edge, and said width of said third 
ring is greater than said w\dth of said first ring. 

17. The payout as (defined in claim 14, wherein said first ring has a width defined by 
the distance between said first inner edge, and said first outer edge and said third ring has a width 
defined by the distance between said third inner edge and said third outer edge; said width of said 
third ring being greater than said wiMth of said first ring. 

18. The payout as defined in Vlaim 7, wherein said first ring has a width defined by 
the distance between said first inner edge aWi said first outer edge, the third inner diameter being 
less than said core diameter plus said width oS said first ring. 

19. The payout as defined in claim 18, wherein said gap has a width, said third ring 
has a width defined by the distance between said thira inner edge and said third outer edges, and 
said width of said third ring is greater than the width of \aid gap. 
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20.\ The payout as defined in claim 19, wherein said width of said third ring is greater 
than 3aid"widtlW said first ring. 



21 . The payout as defined in claim 1 8, wherein said third ring has a width defined by 
the distance betweemsaid third inner edge and said third outer edge, said width of said third ring 
being greater than said width of said first ring. 

22. The paycAit as defined in claim 7, wherein said gap has a width and the third outer 
diameter is greater than said first outer diameter plus, the width of said gap. 

23. The payout as defined in claim 7, wherein the third outer diameter is greater than 
3 / 4 the second inner diameterblus l/ 4 the first outer diameter. 

24. The payout as denned in claim 7, wherein the third outer diameter is less than X A 
said drum diameter plus Vi the seopnd inner diameter. 



25. The payout as definedVn claim 24, wherein said gap has a width and the third 
outer diameter is greater than the first outer diameter plus the width of said gap. 



26. The payout as defined in claim 25, wherein said first ring has a width defined by 
the distance between said first inner edge and\said first outer edge, the third inner diameter being 
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less than saM core diameter plus said width of said first ring. 



27. Tlte payout as defined in claim 2, wherein said third ring partially covers said gap 
to provide an opening defined by one of the inner edge of said third ring and the outer edge of the 
first ring and the innW edge of said second ring and the outer edge of said third ring. 

28. The payout as defined in claim 27, wherein said opening is crescent shaped 
circumferentially of said gap. 

29. The payout akdefined in claim 28, wherein said opening extend circumferentially 
about Vi the circumference of stedd gap. 

30. The payout as defifted in claim 2, wherein said first and second rings are coaxial 
with the drum axis and said gap is aVi annular gap coaxial with said drum axis, said gap having a 
gap width defined by said outer edgeVf said first ring and said inner edge of said second ring. 

3 1 . The payout as defined in c^aim 30, wherein said first and second rings are made 
from cardboard. 



32. The payout as defined in claim 3V wherein said third ring is made from 



cardboard. 
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33. The payout as defined in claim 30, wherein said third ring completely covers said 
gap and includes resilient means for engaging the wire being payed out through said gap. 

34. The payout as defined in claim 33, wherein said resilient means includes fibers 
extending radially across said gap. 

35. The payout as defined in claim 1, further including a brush ring overlying said 
first and second rings, said brush ring being attached to one of said first and second rings and 
having bristles extending radially of said gap. 

36. The payout as defined in claim 35, wherein said bristles completely cover said 

gap. 

37. The payout as defined in claim 35, wherein said brush ring is attached to said 
second ring and said bristles extend radially inwardly of said gap. 

38. The payout as defined in claim 37, wherein said bristles extend completely across 
said gap. 



39. A payout for controlling the unwinding of a coil of wire from a wire drum 
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including an outer drum body having a drum axis and an inner core coaxial with the drum body, 
the cori of wire being received in an annular passage between the drum body and the of the inner 
core and naving a top end, said passage having a radial width defined by the distance between the 
inner core surface and the outer drum, said payout comprising: a first substantially planar ring 
juxtaposed tne top end of the wire coil and having a first inner edge facing said core and a first 
outer edge adjacent said drum body, said first ring having a width between said first inner and 
said first outer fedges less than the width of said annular passage thereby defining a continuous 
circular gap about said axis between said first inner edge and said core, said gap being above the 
wire coil such thai the wire passes upwardly through said gap as it is payed out from the wire 
coil, a second substantially planar ring having a second inner edge and a second outer edge, said 
second ring overlying said first ring and partially covering said gap, said first ring being laterally 
stationary, and said second ring being laterally displacable relative to said first ring and 
eccentrically relative to said axis as the wire is payed from said drum. 

40. A payout forVontrolling the payout of wire from a coil of wire in a drum having a 
drum axis and a drum body an<d a core coaxial with said axis, said coil of wire being wound 
about said core and having a topXsaid payout comprising: plurality of rings overlying the top of 
the wire coil between said drum boidy and said core, a first ring of said plurality being laterally 
stationary relative to said axis and having a first outer edge adjacent to the drum body and a first 
inner edge spaced from said first outer edge and from said core, a second ring of said plurality 
being cooperable with one of said first ring, another ring of said plurality and said core for 
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providing a payout opening extending about said axis at a location between said radially inner 
edge of sbid first ring and said core. 

41. \ The payout as defined in claim 40, wherein said second ring overlies said first 
ring and has a second outer edge and a second inner edge, said core having a core diameter, said 
drum body having a drum diameter, said second inner edge having a diameter greater than said 
core diameter, anaVsaid second outer edge having a diameter less than said drum diameter. 

42. The paVout as defined in claim 40, wherein said second ring is coplanar with said 
first ring and, laterally stationary with respect to said axis, said second ring having a second inner 
edge adjacent said core am a second outer edge spaced inwardly from said first inner edge to 
define a gap therebetween extending about said axis. 

43. The payout as defined in claim 42, and a third ring overlying said first and second 
rings and being laterally displacable relative to said axis to partially cover said gap. 

44. The payout as defined in claim 43, wherein said drum body has a drum diameter, 
said third ring has a third inner edge and a third outer edge, said third outer edge having a 
diameter less than said drum diameter, kaid second outer edge having a diameter, and said third 
inner edge having a diameter greater than\he diameter of said second outer edge. 
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4fc. The payout as defined in claim 43, wherein said core has a core diameter, said 
third ring Has a third inner edge and a third outer edge, said third inner edge having a diameter 
greater than said core diameter, said first inner edge having a diameter, and said third outer edge 
having a diameter less than the diameter of said first inner edge. 

46. The payout as defined in claim 42, and a third ring overlying said first and second 
rings and being laterally stationary relative to said axis, said third ring including resilient means 
extending radially of said gap. 

47. The payout as defined in claim 46, wherein said resilient means includes fibers 
extending radially across said gap. 
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